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that I had strongly disapproved of it as wholly impractical. Desh-
bandhu had not seen it. He agreed that it was unworkable. In
fact, Pratap Babu had himself admitted its unworkability. I told
Deshbandhu that he should make the wheel the centre of all
other village activities and that the latter should be made to revolve
round the wheel and that they could be added wherever the
charkha obtained a footing. I suggested, too, that this village orga-
nization should be independent of all political turmoil and, there-
fore, it should be entrusted to an expert committee with perma-
nent powers whose sole function would be to carry on the village
work. I suggested that he should invite Satish Babu to form a
committee and take charge of the work on behalf of the Con-
gress. I have reproduced merely the substance of the argument.
Deshbandhu not only agreed with it all, but he took down notes
and was eager to enforce the scheme at once. He said that he
would like to 'discuss it fully with Satish Babu whilst I was in
Darjeeling, and then give instructions for passing the necessary
resolution by the Congress Committee. Satish Babu was, there-
fore, immediately sent for. He came. At first we three had dis-
cussions and then I was freed for other work and Deshbandhu
had various chats with Satish Babu alone. The latter was to
be the first member of the Board. Satcouri Babu was to be the
second member and they two were to select a third. They were
to have a part of the village fund at once placed at their disposal
and I was to give to the Board or Committee a part of the
purse that was to be presented to me at Jalpaiguri. This commit-
tee, in order to place it on a firm footing, was even to be register-
ed if necessary under the Benevolent Societies Registration Act
which Deshbandhu 'said he would study for the purpose. Desh-
bandhu told Pratap Babu of the discussions and decision with ins-
tructions to carry out the decision.

Such was his passion for the wheel and therethrough of vil-
lage organization. "If Lord Birkenhead disappoints us," he said,
"I do not know what we should do in the Councils. But this I
know that we nrast prosecute your programme of the charkha
and organize our villages. We must become an industrious nation
once more. We must bring power in the Councils. I must con-
trol the young men of Bengal. I must demonstrate, with the aid
of the Government if possible and without if necessary, the pos-
sibility of achieving swaraj without violence. Non-violence has
become as much my final creed as yours for the deliverance
of our country. We can have no civil disobedience without non-
violence. And without the ability to offer civil resistance, there is